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«3T. FRANCIS OF ASSISL”

First Performance in
America at Worces-
ter Festival.

A special di=spatch The Tribtune o

last Friday chronicled the fact that at n |

eoncert of the festival of the Waorcester

County Musical As=sociation on Thursd
evening Gabriel FPlerné's oratorio "5t
Francis of Assisi” had been performed
for the first time in America. The oc-
casion was an interesting one for severs
reasons. Tho conviction i growing gen-
eral In England and Amerlca that as an
art-form the oratorfo has outlved N8|
usefulness and that If the activitles of
our choral socicties are not to ccase mlto
gother something new must be found o
them to do, Fur s few years, and |
pame localities, resort was had to favorite

operas containing a large choral element, |
such as “Alda" and “Lohenerin' Tt was

possible to offer some defence of this |
procedurs In communities which had to|
forego the pleasure provided by .
performances of the ) drama, but the
fad did not live lor dramatic musi |
without actlon, scenery and Ccostume
could not satisfy the pu s, and serfous |
musjc lovers felt that opera In con ert |

form was & degradation of such dignificd
institutions as ging wocleties Where
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Law four oy the laws of auction
dbridge as adopted by the Whist Club of
New York, the recognized auction au-
thority, reads as follows

. When the declarer wins the num
ber of tricks hbid, each one above SsiX
counts toward the game, two point

when spades are trumps, six when clubs
are trumps. seven when dlamonds wre
trumps, eight when hearts are trumpe,
nine when roval spades are trumps and
ten when there are no trumps

This law Is the foundation of

game and the end to be attained l= the
1

the |

taking of o8 many tricks as possible
after the winnlng declurstion has been |
made. Thus a positive end is sought,

and upon this premise the science of thy |
gume is built, & scheme of actlon that
conforms to reason, logic and deduction |
and that permits of the highest form

of these attributes in both bldding and
pluy, » |
Now, any actlon based upon a nullo

bid tumbles the whole anction structure
and at once creates a distinet and sep
arate game, demanding new and differ- |
ent lawwe.

No one has as yet avolved any scheme |
of nullo play that appeals to reason or
good deduction. They will tell you how
certain hands should be played, but
they do not form any creative system
of play that bullds up by Inference and
deduction.

We therafora treat the hulle ques-
tions na of a separate game from aue-
tlon—knowing full well it can never be- |
come a part of the game.

The game of nulloa is generally bid |
at ten, with undercalling value in its|
relation to no trump and the player bid- !
ding one nullo contracts that he and h:nl

partner will take only six tricks—two
nullos, only five tricks, etc. And when
a nullo contract ls made the reverse re-

The dramatic oratorio, of which cluss it

{8 a representative, Is not a new thing
by any means, but the form has followed,
though at some distance behind Instru-

day tendencles, und it s as the latest

word In this respect thut Pilernd's "8t | cloister life, with its labors In behalf of
Francls'” la a matter of real moment. In | his order, his death and glorlflcation.
it the composer has pursued a wholly | Plern®'s poet makes a ltke beginning and
original course, blending dramatic zong | ending, but Introduces the episodes of St
with lyrical, using realistic delineative L Clara, the sermon to the hirds, the meet.

UCT]

Bult at auction is scored.
The law of auction on revokes has for

o

nd
amended

Ercater prolecti

now
dummy shall
on in the premise

right to declare & revoke agalnst the op-
ponents as the player of the hand and
the opponents, and where dummy’'s in-
terest I8 equally at stake it is certainly
not equitable to bar bim from penalt)
benefits that may escape hls partner and
at the same thme may act as a vehicle
for defeat of a contract and possible
questionable play.

We heartlly approva of the contem-
plated change glving dummy full rights
ta revokes made by opponents.

ding the exceptional type of

nE
B on
blocke in the game. Buch hands are
aften the means of rizks and blunders by
the ordinary player and at the same time
give the expert an opportunity.
The following hand In actual play re-

cently  Hlustrates the polnt.
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hands at auctlon is one of the uturubhm_:l

gar Tinel more than twenty Yeuars ago
The lbretto of thé Femish composer,
whose work waus performed by the Cra
torio Hoclety In 188, made use of soms
{of the same eolements which Plerné anid |
hlg poel have employved This was to
hava been expected, for the incidents in

mental musico and the opera, the latters |

ON
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SERE

respect for choral siv remalned the
levice never gained a foothold Con
ductars, Wever, Wer ard pressed for
works which would keep allve the Inlers |
eul of thelr =lneer apd prove gltractive
o the pu Iy York, and no
doubt nlso In other every attompt
to get away 1 list
“Messiah,' o | i e
on i for a4 long time heer imncial
disastrous. The Oratorld Soclety hus been
kept alive for many years by the two gu=
nueal pert i of The Messiah™ In
the Christmastide, but even these are be-
giuning to lose their potency
Thirteen vears ago Sir Edward El-
gar came to the rescue of the por-
plexed musicians with his  “Dream of |
Gerontiue,”” but its Attractiveness Wis
| mot lasting and its successors from the
| garme pen falled to win a foothold, Never
thelexs, the “Diream™ belonged to & type
which held out the best promize of a soly-
tionn of the problem In its admixture ot
the dramatle element with the eplewl
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effects in his orchestral parts, emnmploying
unconventional harmonies  and whils
treatir.g a religioun legend, doing =0 i
n whelly romantic and secular manne

Though the story told is thet of a4 sanint
the founder of a great d ancient
order, there are fow suggestions of e
clesiastical musie, and of these one which
will e mentlaned presently s more inter
esting for its archalsm than for its beauty

The story of Bt. Francls of Assisl was
turned into an wdmirable oratorio by k-

the life of the suint which are adapted 1o
mugleal treatment spring at opce into
mind when that life s contempluted
Tinel's librettist found his material
the worldly !Hfe of I'rancls as u youtl,
his renunciation of pleasure, hig woolng

and mating with Lady Poverty (treating |

this Incident as a chivalric allegory), hils

MORTON ADKINS @5
TELRAMUND 27 LONENGRM
CENTURY OPIRA COMPANT.

ing with a leper and the stigmatization

of the saint Hoth composers, a8 Was
| naturnl, found o text remdy at bhand for
mugicn] setting in the so-called “Cantl-
| eum Solis,” or “Cantico do 1o createors

comunementa de la frate sole a hymn
which Is attributed to Francls and hes
| been ndduced to prove the falsity of the

Score: Love-all, first game.

SBouth declared osne royal. As he had

| iIndependent decluration, hls action was
There seems to ba no real good reason ‘ detrimental to the Interest of the partner-
why dummy should not have the same: ghip

West decluted thres clubs. Eight clubs
promising six sure tricks, supplemented
by an outside ace and & vold sult, to-
gether constituted a factor of Importance
bearing on the result of any hand, As a
unit, the hand at the minor sult declara-
tlon was sufMiclently strong to offer in de-
fence of the udverse declaration.

Wias the partnership Interest best served
by naming the suit? If go, how high In
number of tricks should this hand be bid
to demonstrate to & partner most elearly
the character of the holding., A declara*
tlon of two coming after an adverse
declaration and hence In the nature of a
forced bld would leave some doubt in @
parther's mind as to the possestion of
top cards. An unnecessarily high declara-
tion, acting as a warning to partner
against overcalling and showing at the
same time a sult of unusual length, would
promise to hetter promote the partnership
interest.

West's declaration of three rather than
four to discourage further bidding was in
keeping with the hand's value. Despite
the absence of top clubs, the ecomposi-
tlon of West's hand was such as to
promlse falr assistance to any partner-
ship declaration,

North declared three proyals. As he
could further Incregss this decluration in
case of an overcull, he acted proporly
in not unneceéasarily forcing upon his
partner a contract that might falil.

East declared four hearts. In a specu-

.

i iative cholee of three declarations (2lub
| hearts and no trump), without absolute

me tlime been the subject of discussion | neither the essential high cards to un‘!-!kmwlnlxu of ecertaln high ecaurds vital
ong the leadlng exponents of the game, | vance the partnership Interest in attuck|of his own strong sult was undoubted
sooms In a falr way to be)or defence nor m holding of fixed value
have | sufMeiently strong to aot as A basls for an

ly
the begt courge to pursue

While at five clubs East supporting
strength guve fulr promize of 4 SUCCeSH-
ful partnership contract, the chances were
against the declaration holding, North's

pupporting bid over & high minor sult
declaration practically ‘nsured a  still
hgher ndverse declaration. East's four
heart  dectaration, though overcalled,
would not jose Its informatory partner-
ghip value,

Bouth pased. laving rreviously de-

alared on a hand below the normal value
of an original decluration, Bouth to some
extent made amends by refusing to over-
call the adverse declaration.

West's pass needs no comment.

NORTH GOES TO FOUR ROYALS.

North declured four royals. Despite his
partner's pass a gamo hand looked prob-
able. His high hearts at the oponepni’'s
declaration would be badly situsted and
probably result in only one trump trick,

¥ast declared four no trump. As in-
evenly divided hands, plainly indicated by
the biddiug, precluded the possibllity of
great Euccess ut a doubled royal contract
and the doubtful location of certaln high
cards essential to success at a five heart
contract, East naturally turned toward
no trump with his exceptionally strong
hand, North's supporting royal declara-
tlon made an orlginal apening of a epala
ulmost certaln.  With the opponents
checked twiee in thelr long =ult and o
partner's strength justifying a high sult
declaration, the establishment of elther
hearts or clubs was practically assured,

South doubled, and North declared five
royals. East doubled. and the bldding

&
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MUSICAL NOTES ™ C

contention that no writings existed
Malan befors tha thirtesnth century
This canticle Tinel scis to a well ordered
melody  as and «choral refrain,
Pierné ylelding wholly to the dramatic
iden and following the logend that while
| dving Francls added to his song in prai=e

solo

of “Brother Sun,” “Blster Moon,” “Broth-
er Wind.!" “Sister Water,” “‘Brother
Fire” and “Mother Earth.” A stanza
in prafse of “Sister Death’” sets the words
to a Jduo nitory echant, medieval and

pecleslitstieal In tone, and goes so far in
his desire to preserve local and historical
color as to give the orchestra Interludes
In which the first beginnings of harmony
iustrated. The passages are made
up of volees moving in parallel fifths,
fourths and octaves—the device known in
mustcal history a3 “organum.' As has
already been inthmated, the effect la more
than beautiful,

are

interesting
The episode of Bt [Prancis presching
to the birds gave Plerné an opportunity |

to introduce children’'s volces Into the |
work and algo some music suggestive
rather than im fve of birds' song. The

eftoct of small groups of the little sing-
ers (Mr. Mees concluded that solo volees
would be Ineffective) contrasted with the

large ©h aof seventy voleces and the
twitter ridng orchestra, 1= exiren

ly pretty, and here there wWus sn  ex-
halatlon of the charim which the youthful
choristers give to “The Childeen’s Cru-
pade.’ In this Instance the striving tor
renlism yielded results which we to-
gether lovely, whereas In other cases the

good tasta of the composer waa brousht
into question. In the scene between Bt
| Francls and the leper we are made to
hear the ellcking sound of the rattle with
which the outcasts wers once compelled
to glve warning of their approach, and
in the delineation of the scene in whic n]
Franols receives the stigmata (a4 vision of |
the crucifixion) there are blows In the or- |
chestra which seem to have been designed
| to represent the hammering of nalls into
the wood of the cross. In thism ecens
Plern#é takes a leaf from Debussy's bouk
and uses his singers to make Inarticulate
gounds. Tones, uttered with the mouth
gometimes closed and sometimes open, |
are woven Into the Instrumental lenurr,l
| purely for the sale of color. The device |
s of questionable value, When Debussy, |
In the third of his orchestral nocturnes, |
| makes his slrens sing the vowels "U'|
and Al It I8 easy enough to forgive |
hitn, becauss we Kuow nothing about the |
¢posch of sirens. Bo, tog, when Verdl
tses human volees to Imitate the eighlug
and soughing of the wind in “Rigolatta,”™ |
we muke no protest becsuse the effact
deslred 18 ono which musical instruments,
because of thelr construetion, cannot pro-
duce. But to hear & chorus singing set
phrased In harmony without utterlug a
word geems to be putting the human
volee to an ignoble use. The result does
not compensate for the deprivation. At
@ concert of the Schola Cantorfum last
spring a very beautiful arrangement of

&

ended. As the flnal bldding followed al-
most logically as a soequel to the eariler
declaration, no further comment 18 nec- |
eaunry. With South holding the opponents |
to only one diamond trick, the final count
gave East and West 200 polnts above thel
| Nine. :

Unusual holdings st asuction perinit url
a range of action, and one is the bldding
of the questionable use of a wWeaker siii,
hoping to draw the opponent’s fire to that
point of defence, while really having a
stronger sult to bring into wction.

They are usually in the nature of a
boost or acceleration, but tend to decelve
one's partner more than the opponents,

The following hand sent in from the
University Club of Chicago llustratcs
the working of such system in the play,
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Score, Love—all, rubber game.

South declared one no trump and West
two royals. His selection of the sult with-
out top cvards In a cholee between two
five-card suits, relatively the same in
trick value for game at love score, was
explained on the ground that the dec-
luration would probably be overcalled and
then his heart sult could be more drof:-
ably employed at the higher declaration.

e_——————

CLINICS .*

MARY /ORDAN @7 ORTIWD

a very beautiful Irish air was thus sung,
with the result of creating a distnet
longing for the missing words. We were |

unablae to reallze wiat Mr.

to ace siish by the device,

It niadns to be zaid of the new ora-
1 that ! much of the musie
sinacks of labor and reflection. It bLears

the stamp of originality throughout, and
frequently of high imaginativeness, A
mystical mood pervades Its religlous
scenes, and it commonplace in
melody, harmony or rhythm. . E. K.

OPERA AT THE CENTURY

is never

“Lohengrin’ Is the Bill for the
Fourth Week,

offering by
popular granc

week's the
Aborn In thelr
operik SAnSon t the Century Opera
House will be Wagner's “Lohengrin.”
There will be seven performances in Eng-

The
Messrs,

fourth

a

lish, with matinees on Wednesday and
Saturday, On Monday evening, October
13, the opera will be sung In its original

Misgs Lols Ewell will
sing Llsa on the opening night. The
Ortrud will ba Jayne Herbert, while
Lohengrin will be sung by Morgan King-
ston, Morton Adkins will be the Telra-
mund. The artists appearing throughout
the week In the other characters will be
Alfred Kaufman, as the King; Florence
Coughlan, as Gottfried, and Willlam
Hchuster ns the Herald. At the Wednes-
day matinee the artista who will appear
in the change of cast in the leading roles
wlill be the Misses Scott and Howard and
the Messrs. Wheatley and Kreidler,

The conductors for the week will be

language—~German.

CENTURY COPRERA

Plerné hoped |

1

N..

n LOKENGRU
/n LOHENGR COMPANY.

Alfred Bazendrel and Carlo Nicusia, while
the stage will be under the direction of
Luigl Alberterl. On Monday night, Oe-
tober 18, the artista appearing In the
'liu-rmuu performande in the leading roles
| will be the Misses Ewell and Howard and
the Messrs. HBergman, Kreldler, Kauf-
man and chuster.

To-nlght occure the first popular Sun-
{duy night concert which the Messrs.
| Aborn will give each Sunday evening
during the seafon. The artists who will
| appear at this concert will be the Misscs
| Amsden, Howard, Ewell and Herbert and
the Messrs. Kreidler, Kingston, Chaliners
|and Bergman. Szendrel, Nicosia anil
| Straram will be the conductors at the
concert,

THE BOSTON SYMPHONY.

Dr. Karl Muck, conductor of the Boston
Bymphony Orchestra, on his return from
| Europe last Tuesday, sald that he did not
;hu\ic a brilliant list of novelties to offer
| to tha patrons of the orchestra the com-
ing winter, as the last year had been
most unfrultful in this direction. He has
lirought back with him the score of the
naw symphony by Helnrich Noren, of
Dresden. best known in this country a#
the compoger of the thieme and set of
variations which he called *“Kaleldo-
rcope.” The new symphony s entitied
“Yita.” He has a symphonle poem BF
Reznlcek, eomposer of the opera “Donna
Diana,” which is called *'Peter Schle-
mihl,” the source of ita inepiration, of
course, belng the famous story of the
man who lost his shadow. Ile has two
pleces by Max Schillings, “Meergrust”
and “Seemorgen,’” and he will do some

Continued on fAifth page.

North declared two no trumps oa a
hand falrly strong in supoprt of his part-
ner, but unsafe at three hearts, the dec-
laration required to overcall West. Enst
on & strong two sulter, declared thres
diamonds, which South doubled. Althoukh
i double In South's position looks tempe-
ing, it could not be recommended. The
fact that East, in spite of the adverse
show of strength embodied In South's
no trump declaration and his partner’s
suporting hand, deemed his holding sufil-
clently strong to make his own declara-

j Hon of three diamonds should have sug-

gested to South a deal peculjarly divided
and his hand of uncertaln trick valie &t
any adverse declaration.

EAST TAKES PARTNER OUT.

South’'s holding was beldw the average
no trump strength and a safe position
at East's declaration should have led
him to puss. West declared three hearts,
which, of courge, was doubled by North,
As Last's holding Justifed « take-out,
he declared four clubs, The fixed value
of hls hand could be safely estimated at
eight or nine tricks. At his partner's
declaration Bast's holdlng was practically
worthless, but at his own bid some as-
sistance could be expected from his part-
ner, South again doubled. Although the
club contract was higher, it promised
less favorabls results than at his pre-
vious dlamond double. West redoubled.
Action In Weat's positlon depends on the
soundness of u partner's bldding. 1If
Enst's two-suiter was of the value con-
sistent with the bidding, West's redoubla
meant more than a mere speculation.
Three trumps to ruff losers and help In
the establlshment of a long suit and two
high cards that could be counted upon
as absolutes winners, made success prob-
able in spite of a formidable opposition.

caso that a re-
opponents back
answered, The

The argument in this
double would drive the
to no trump s casily
very etrength expected fromn s partner
in a redouble would be of equal assist-
ance In defeating the opponents if a re-
turn to & no trump declaration was made.
Both the adversaries passed, however
and the final declaration of four clubs re-
doubled remained unchanged.

South, fguring upon his partner's spade
holding of elther the ace or four to the
| jack ns the basls of a supporting bid
overcalling a royal declaration, selected
spades us the most desirable suit to open
with and led the king. This held the
trick, but on the next lead North's ace
was ruffed by Kast. Starting his long
sult, East led the king of diamonds, and
South’s ace went to dummy's small
trump. Two top hearts gave Bast dis-
eurds of two low dlamonds and another
spade, ruffed low, put East in again. One
of dummy’'s remalning trumps ruffed
Kast's last small dlamond and the other
on & lead went to South's king, leaving
North's ace 4o make later. Only three
tricks making sgainst the decluration.
East and West went game and rubbef
with & heavy bonus on the deal.

West's departure from accepted lines
In overcalling South's initial declarstion
calls for some comment. His action Wié
taken upon a theory of defence on a h
that clearly containg suffclent st
to warrant an attacking declaration. ARY
theory contrary to the partnership 0
terest 18 not ta be commended at Auction.
And especlally so insthis case, an init
strength bid having already been made
by South, called for the strongest acuen
by WesL

Thers are & lot of banana skins op ¢
path to success




